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Manuela “Nellie” Peña García
Posted: Thursday, May 26, 2011 10:04 am 

Fort Stockton Pioneer
Nellie was born in Fort Stockton, Texas on May 26, 1938 and passed away at Emmanuel Hospital in Turlock California on May 4, 2011. She was preceded in death by her parents Emeliano García Peña and Martina Franco Peña, her brother Noé Peña, her husband Manuel García and her grandson David Rosales. Funeral services on May 10, 2011 were arranged by Whitehurst, Norton & Dias Funeral service in Turlock with Pastor Paul Fliflet officiating. Interment took place at Sunnyside Cemetery in Stevinson, California. Pallbearers were: grandsons, Joseph Dennett, Frank Mendez and nephews Jason Robert Perez, Alexandro Peña - Perez and cousins David Mack Gutierrez and Frank Sánchez, Jr.
Nellie is survived by 
her children, residents of California, 
Joe Delbert Dennett, 
Margaret D. Ambriz and 
Evelyn Gail Dennett, 
twelve grandchildren and eleven great grandchildren. 
Other survivors include 
brother Emeliano Peña  from Monahans, Texas, and 
sisters 
Olga Peña  and 
Eva P. Duran from Ft. Worth, 
Josie Peña  Granado from Ft. Stockton, 
Mary Fay Peña from San Angelo, 
Anabelle Peña from Corpus Christ and 
Ida Peña-Perez from Patterson, California.
Nellie attended Fort Stockton schools and was baptized in the St. Joseph Catholic Church. She was active in school and local organizations such as G.I. Forum and L.U.L.A.C., hence being selected as pageant Queen and Valentine Sweetheart.  After moving to California, she continued her civic activities in the Decoto-Niles church choirs and in Hilmar and Stevinson local ministries and charities. Her entrepreneurial skills led her and her late husband Manuel García from Decoto-Niles, where they had a small feed store, to rural Stevinson. There, they had a small ten-acre ranch where they kept horses, cows and chickens. Nellie was self-employed as a flower arranger and sales and owner of a small thrift store. Nellie was very sociable, beautiful, friendly and her great sense of humor kept her family and friends laughing. The family request that any donations be given to their favorite charities in her name.
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