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Bonifacio Chavarría Franco, Sr. passed away on Monday, October 31, 2011 at the Hospice House Facility in Odessa, Texas. Visitation was held from 10:00 A.M. until 8:00 P.M. on Friday, November 4, 2011 in the Chapel of the Divine Mercy at Heritage Funeral Home of the Big Bend in Fort Stockton. A Rosary service was held at 7:00 P.M. on Friday, November 4, 2011. A Mass of Christian Burial was held at 2:00 P.M. on Saturday, November 5, 2011 at Saint Joseph Catholic Church in Fort Stockton with Father Quirino officiating. Rite of Committal followed in Saint Joseph Catholic Cemetery in Fort Stockton. Heritage Funeral Home of the Big Bend of Fort Stockton has been entrusted with the arrangements. 

Bonifacio was born Wednesday, June 5, 1929 in Terlingua, Texas to parents Vicente and Santos Franco. He served our country honorably in the United States Army where he fought in the Korean War. As part of his military service, he also boxed on a special team for the U.S. Army. Bonifacio had been a golden gloves boxer in his youth. 
After his tours of duty were over, Bonifacio returned to West Texas where he met and married his first wife, Maria Soledad Natividad from Saragosa, TX. Together they raised the four eldest children until Maria’s death in 1966. Bonifacio and Maria owned and operated both a small grocery store and restaurant on James Street. The restaurant was a very popular hangout for students during lunch time and was also a popular hangout for the teens in the neighborhood who always kept the jukebox and arcade games going. 
Bonifacio later re-married to Rosa Maria Morado of Sheffield, TX. Bonifacio continued his many entrepreneurial ventures with Rosa faithfully at his side. They traveled together and made many friends. In the later part of his life, Bonifacio provided Fort Stockton and surrounding communities with produce from local farms and other miscellaneous gift items. Bonifacio and Rosa added to the family and raised a total of eleven children together.

Bonifacio was preceded in death by his parents Vicente and Santos Franco; his first wife Maria Natividad Franco; sister Juanita Sarabia; and brother Julián Franco.

Survivors include his wife Rosa Maria Franco of Fort Stockton who was his loving and faithful partner to the very end; 
sons 
· Eddie Franco (Julia) of Fort Stockton, 
· Bonifacio Franco, Jr. (Dilema) of Odessa, Texas, 
· Ray (Karina) Franco of Fort Stockton, Texas and 
· Eloy Franco (Danette) of San Antonio, Texas; 
daughters 
· Debra Gonzales (James) of Midland, Texas, 
· Patricia Arredondo (Mario) of San Antonio, Texas, 
· Rena Franco of Fort Stockton, 
· Susie Franco of Fort Stockton, 
· Elidia “Lali” Pérez (Alex) of San Antonio, Texas, 
· Mary Franco of Fort Stockton, and 
· Veronica Romero (José) of Fort Stockton, Texas; 
brother Reymundo Franco of Fort Stockton, Texas; sisters Rita Aboytes (Pete) of Rankin, Texas, Alicia García (Greg) of El Paso, Texas, and Catarina Esparza (Bríjido) of Rankin, Texas; thirty-three grandchildren and fifteen great grandchildren.

Remembrances and condolences may be shared with the family at: www.heritagefuneralhomeofthebigbend.com
